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Revitalization of Lakota language paramount to moving ahead

“And those are some of the i
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OGLALA—The day before
the anmiversary of Crazy
Horse's death, Leonard Litle
Finger. Director of Lakota
Stwdics, sat in his office at
Loneman School and t1alked
about the need for unity among
Lakota language teachers. It is
a need that the Oglala Skoux
Tribe council adopred by reso-
lution.

The Oglala Mation
Educanon Consortnm brought
the resolution before  the
Council after they had official-
Iy endorsed the Lakota
Language Consoriium i
March. MNine schools voted
unanimously 1o support the
project,

Little Finger sad, “This
| started back in October 19, last

| wear. It was af a meeting in

Rapad Cuy that all the Lakota |

language teachers that are
employed at various locations
gathered. A lot of frustrations
were expressed.”

“Thiz was a meeting that

Leonard Little Finges, Director of Lakota Studies, Lone Man School,

Dglala, 50,

happened.  Evervbody would

was conducted after the regular pack their bags and go home
conference  of the Sewh amd continue on as they had
Dakota  Association of been before” Linle Finger
Bilingual Educators. 1t was an ?‘i“dw o b b
evening, after-hours,' meetin TWe g0 have somc prob-

B : lems with the schools. Whin

following the formal setting of

the regular conference. The
group gathered and decided to
alk a little Bit aboant the siatus
of the language. We had repre-
sentatives from Standing Rock,
Cheyenne River, Rosebud and
Pinc Ridge. One after another
we'd get up and we talked
about some of the issues that
were confronting us like lack
of lanpuape matenal, lack of a

proper curriculum, lack of

recOgnition—nEmny Ssues.
Undersconng the meeting
was that evervbody, on occa-
stons in the past, had agreed 1o
gather and talk about this as a
problem but then nothing ever

has happened is that nof 2 =in-
gle school anywhere has been
able to produce a fluent speak-
er. The only fuent speakers
that are being produced arc
those that are coming from
Lakoia language speaking
hiomyes, And mll}' those arc the
ones that are few and far in
betwesn. But no school has a

pram thai has produced
m: kinds ufs;wukc?ﬁ." Lile
Finger s,

“So, following that, myself,
Brian Charging Cloud and
Robert Two Crow—we cach
represented differcne schools
but individually we were mem-

bers of ONEC—we
approached  ONEC  and
expressed  our concerns 1o
them. We told them that, as we
looked around within our com-
munitics, there was really no
one there to adequately replace
the teachers that are in the
school svstems once they were
unible 1o continue on in their
jobs because of health or what-
ever  other reason.  And,
because we're at a point that
we're going W soon face the
los= of our language, we need-
ed 1w do something in an
organized way, We also talked
about the issuc that the lan-
rusge iself 15 a4 language that
has  some definite  values.
Walues such as when we say
‘Ounye’ or “Chye’ then that
means the way of life from the
Lakota perspective,” said Little
Finger.

valwes that the language has,”
sand Little Finger. Little Finger
continued, “But since it's n

being spoken then we're losing
that valuable perspective and 1t
soon will be gone. We also told
of how many children arc

being taught m schools but |

that, 1 many cases, the famly

themselves—young paremls, in ;

that generation—may not be
speakimg their language at all.
It mieght just be ihe grandpar-
ents. 5o when we taught
Lakota to children, what they
were  taught in the classroom
could not be practiced or exer-
cised at home because no one
spoke the language in the
houschold. S0, our request was
to hove OMNEC, a5 n consor-
tum, sponsor 3 Lakola lan-

ge reyvitalization program.
S0, this s how 1t onginated,”
Linle Finger saad.

"It was am effort that
emerged out of those of us who
had & responsibility to provide
language leaming opporbunity.
It came out of having the frus-
irations of being uwnable fo
establish an adeguate program
that would introduce fluency
back into the home. Thats
really what we were looking
for. ONEC looked at it dis-
cussed it and they said that “We
will support you in any effor
that you can find that can meet
our needs, Little Finger said,

Little Finger continued, “So0
we leoked at a lot of different
programs. We looked at our
reservation system. We looked
at what the programs were
capable of doing. We also

looked at other orpanizations,
other people. These people

included the Jewish people, |

They were on the verge of los-
ing their language. They used
the teachings of their spiritual-
ity and approached learning the
I::Egﬂagc from the spirttual
BHIC,

“We also looked at the

Ladsoba bangiuage continued page BG










