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plain stops (k, p and t)

maka

kunkun
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woZzZapi
4 topa
halhata

matuska
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The instructor saw four of the 10 animals below. Find out which ones. Ask
the instructor like this:

Student: Bl6za wanzi warnlaka he?
Instructor: Han, bl6za warn wanblake. / Hiya, bl6za wanzini wanblake 3ni.

Next, do the same in groups of 3 (in breakout rooms).
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glottal aspirated stops (kh, ph and th)

LAKOTA W

hunyakhun
phéta
phasu
phahin
matho
thapa

thathanka
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fill in kh, ph or th
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khéya
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khukhuse

phuté

iphiyaka

mas’ophiye
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13. fillin kh, ph or th

i iyaka kh ph th

ez kh ph th
___uté kh ph th
ma___ U kh ph th

____iikCeya kh ph th

¢hand___ iye kh ph th

uza kh ph th

kinyé____iyapi kh ph th

__ehmunga  kh ph  th
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1. The instructor asks a student which animal he/she wants
to take, like in the model below.

2. The student replies and asks the instructor the same
question.

3. The instructor replies and they both drag and drop their
animals into one of the boxes below.

pe
v
.
N

Model:

Instructor: Taku-wamakhaskan iyaéu yachin he?
Student: Bl6za kin iwadu wachin. Ni$, Taku-wamakhaskan
iyaCu yachin he?

Instructor: MisS matuska kin iwacu wachin.

Next, do the same activity in groups of 4 (in breakout rooms).

Student 1 Student 2



https://lakhota.org/
https://lakhota.org/
Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp

Marek
Stamp


Wounspe 1

Reading and writing Lakota ¢ [Eu].
@} 43)) The letter ¢ makes a sound that is somewhere between the
English ch in rich and the English j in jar. Listen and repeat.

é cCa oo o CcdAa r]
Ce
conala (few) | sin
D s
g e &0
S
Xy P cu cun

Reading and writing Lakota ¢h [chi].
€0 © Theletters &h make a sound that is like the English ch in
chair. Listen and repeat.

CNo
chu & chun

A
akétopa A

13
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14. listen and fill in ¢ or ¢h
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| eycI |ur]|< ekhlho” egndke” thirk eon
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Woéugspe 10

\‘) D) Reading and writing ¢' [¢'0], k' [k'o], p' [p'o], T’ [t'0]. |

| é| KI kl

A
opdwinge sdm wikéémna akésakowirn
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listen and match the pictures with the words

wazustecCa
thinpsinla
ithunkala
kaphopapi
thasiyagnunpa
othtinwahe
phangi zizi
ziSkopela
wagmuspansni
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listen and match the pictures with the words

mniskuya
unzinzintka
¢hunwiyapehe
wi¢hayazipa zi
wiyatke
ozanzanglepi
akanwowapi

N

thazuska
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listen and fill in k or kh

chans u us ut ‘ imimel Iun un uslécé

k kh k kh kK kh k kh k k khkh k kh
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* Study the following Lakota sentences:

Sunka kin sapa he? Is the dog black?
Han, sunka kin sape. Yes, the dog is black.
Hiya, sunka kin sape sni. No, the dog isn’t black.

(Sunka dog, sapA to be black)
* Did the word sapa change?



* Now, study the following Lakota sentences:

lgmu kin ska he? Is the cat white?
Han, igmu kin ska. Yes, the cat is white.
Hiya, igmu kin ska sni. No, the cat isn’t white.

(igmu cat, ska to be white)
* Did the word ska change?

20



* I[n some words, the final vowel a
changes to e. This vowel change is
called ablaut.

21



* I[n some words, the final vowel a
changes to e. This vowel change is
called ablaut.

* Only some words ablaut, e.g. sapa,
but not ska.



Ablaut

e Citing ablaut words: sapA, yankA
 Citing non-ablauting words: ska, yuha

* |n sentences, we don’t capitalize them (as
in: Sunka kin sapa he?)



Ablaut

* |n ablaut words, the final a will change to
e, if:

* The ablaut word is the last word in the
sentence: Sunka kin sape.

* The ablaut word comes before a word that
triggers ablaut, e.g. $ni: Sunka kin sape $ni.
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Look at the pictures below. The instructoris going to ask you whetherthe objects in them are black or not.

The studentwill thenreply “Yes, it is black.”, or “No, it is not black.”, asin the model:

Instructor: Sapa he?
Student: Han, sape. / Hiya, sape $ni.

25
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LAKOTA N2
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Look at the pictures below. The instructoris going to ask you whetherthe objects in them are big or not. The
studentwill thenreply “Yes, itis big.”, or “No, it is not big.”, as in the model:

Instructor: Thanka he?
Student: Han, thanka. / Hiya, thanka 3ni.

b, s R A
: >
¥

26
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e Consider the two sentences:

(a) Did you eat?
(b) Did you eat the fish?

Sentence (a) has no object.
In (b), the fish is the object.

Many English verbs can be used with or
without an object. Lakota verbs work
differently with respect to object.



* Now consider the Lakota version:

(a) Wayata he? - Did you eat?
(b) Hogan kin yata he? - Did you eat the fish?

Is the translation of “eat” the same in both
sentences?

28



* The verbs that are used with an object are
called transitive verbs.

* The verbs that are used without an object
are called intransitive verbs.

* How to find out whether a verb in Lakota
is transitive or intransitive using the New
Lakota Dictionary?

29



lowan @O

vi L (Zs walowan, 1p unlowanpi)

to sing
Usage: does not take an object, compare with ahiyayA, also of songbirds
e Yuphiya lowan. She sings beautifully.
e Lowanpi ugmaspe sni. | don't know how to sing.
e Tuwa lowan nawah’un. I heard someone singing.
e Lowanwan manipi. They walked singing.
e Heya lowan... He sang the following words...
e Lowan-hin na ayastan. He was singing and then he went quiet.

30



lowan @O

15 waldwan, 1p unléwanpi)

to sing
Usage: does not take an object, compare with ahiyayA, also of songbirds
e Yuphiya lowan. She sings beautifully.
e Lowanpi ugmaspe sni. | don't know how to sing.
e Tuwa lowan nawah’un. I heard someone singing.
e Lowanwan manipi. They walked singing.
e Heya lowan... He sang the following words...
e Lowan-hin na ayastan. He was singing and then he went quiet.

31



lowan @O

15 waldwan, 1p unléwanpi)

Usage: does not take an object, compare with ahiyayA, also of songbirds
e Yuphiya lowan. She sings beautifully.
e Lowanpi ugmaspe sni. | don't know how to sing.
e Tuwa lowan nawah’un. I heard someone singing.
e Lowanwan manipi. They walked singing.
e Heya lowan... He sang the following words...
e Lowan-hin na ayastan. He was singing and then he went quiet.

32



ahiyayAl OO
[a- hiyayA] LYSA

vt
(1s awahiyaye (awahiblable), 2s ayahiyaye (ayahilale), 1p unkahiyayapi)
1. to go by carrying smth, to be passing by taking smth there
o Chanwaksica kin aglagla ahiyaye. He carried the bowl around the circle.
o Wichahéala wan éyapaha ahiyaye. /n old man went by announcing the news.
synonym yuha hiyaya

2. tosing smth (a song), carry (as a melody)
Usage: comp. with lowan
e Olowan wan awahiyayin kte. I will sing a song.
o Olowan wastéste ahiyaye. He sang beautiful songs.
o oahiyaye tune or melody,
o oahiyaye sice/wasté it is hard/easy to sing

33



ahiyayAl OO
[a- hiyayA] LYSA
vt
(1s awahiyaye (awahiblable), 2s ayahiyaye (ayahilale), 1p unkahiyayapi)
1. to go by carrying smth, to be passing by taking smth there
o Chapwaksica kin aglagla ahiyaye. He carried the bowl around the circle.
o Wichahéala wan éyapaha ahiyaye. /n old man went by announcing the news.
synonym yuha hiyaya

2. tosing a song), carry (as a melody)
Usage: comp. with lowan
e Olowan wan awahiyayin kte. I will sing a song.
o Olowan wastéste ahiyaye. He sang beautiful songs.
o oahiyaye tune or melody,
oahiyaye sice/wasteé it is hard/easy to sing
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ahiyayAl OO
[a- hiyayA] LYSA

@véhiyaye (awahiblable), 2s ayahiyaye (ayahilale), 1p unkahiyayapi)
1. to go by carrying smth, to be passing by taking smth there
o Chapwaksica kin aglagla ahiyaye. He carried the bowl around the circle.
o Wichahéala wan éyapaha ahiyaye. /n old man went by announcing the news.
synonym yuha hiyaya
2. tosing a song), carry (as a melody)
Usage: comp. with lowan

e Olowan wan awahiyayin kte. I will sing a song.

o Olowan wastéste ahiyaye. He sang beautiful songs.
o oahiyaye tune or melody,

oahiyaye sice/wasteé it is hard/easy to sing

35



transitivity

 All verbs that take an object have one of
the following abbreviations or words in
their English definition:

e smth (something)
*sb (somebody)

* one’s own (something or somebody
belonging to one)



Finding out the Class of a verb

* Activity 1

Please look up these verbs in the dictionary
and find their Lakota equivalents:

1. to read smth

2. to find sb/smth

3. to see sb/smth

4. to understand sb/smth
5. to chase sb/smth

6. to play



[l activities based on the Lakota G Handbook KOTA \\\“/'
all activities based on the Lakota Grammar Handboo i S
and the New Lakota Dictionary LANGUAGE ’/”‘\\
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All of the verbs below the chart on the next page are in
their 1% person singular, or the “I” form (e.g. | am
walking). Look for patterns in those verbs (like similar
syllables or letters) and try to divide them into 5
groups by dragging and dropping them into the cells of
the chart. Each group will have 8 verbs in it.

Next, your instructor will show you the chart with verbs
In their respective columns and explain how we can
categorize verbs in Lakota.

38
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Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5
munke wau miye ble walowan
¢hantémawast imunke blugate makhuze ephé
wadhanmi mithawa mahwa wimunge mun
iblotake mawani wanunwan wimasteCe  eChamun
manke echanmi imunge wahi makar
machuwita loliwah’an  wanblake blawa nawazin
iwaha bluha wainmnanke  mistinme mathééa
bluzaza imapuze blatké munpe hanmunke

39
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	Traditional items
	Traditional items - activity

	beaver: 
	drum: 
	house: 
	clouds: 
	elk: 
	rattlesnake: 
	star: 
	fish: 
	ear: 
	bread: 
	pants: 
	fox: 
	mountain: 
	flower: 
	badger: 
	cottonwood: 
	rain: 
	cloud / sky: 
	crow: 
	duck: 
	raccoon: 
	goose: 
	leaf: 
	pot / kettle: 
	skunk: 
	chokecherry pudding: 
	four: 
	crayfish: 
	black: 
	grasshopper: 
	his/her hand: 
	elbow: 
	white: 
	boat: 
	path / road: 
	shoes: 
	plums: 
	socks: 
	fire: 
	nose: 
	porcupine: 
	bear: 
	Button8: 
	buffalo: 
	meat: 
	mosquito: 
	coffee: 
	land: 
	hat: 
	apple: 
	muskrat: 
	hen / chicken: 
	turtle: 
	store: 
	dragonfly: 
	belt: 
	snout: 
	chest: 
	box / container: 
	he/she is sick: 
	airplane: 
	a few: 
	chokecherry: 
	road: 
	wood: 
	ten: 
	drum stick: 
	cactus: 
	deer: 
	dress: 
	shield: 
	beans: 
	dish: 
	to cry: 
	magpie: 
	breechcloth: 
	tipi: 
	to splash: 
	to dig: 
	fog: 
	to be dead: 
	meadowlark: 
	banana: 
	prairie turnip: 
	strawberries: 
	watermelon: 
	city: 
	carrots: 
	mouse: 
	pop: 
	cup / mug: 
	grapes: 
	writing desk: 
	ant: 
	windows: 
	tomato: 
	salt: 
	wasp: 
	hawk / falcon: 
	pig: 
	to shoot at sb/smth: 
	butterfly: 
	cucumber: 
	kingfisher: 
	common nighthawk: 
	crane: 
	barn swallow: 
	housefly: 
	spider: 
	belly: 


