
Learn how to introduce yourself in Lakota! Fill in the third column by answering 
the questions from the first column. Use the information from the second column 
as a model. Next, work with your partner in a breakout room to find out the 
information about them by asking them questions in Lakota. 

 

 
  

Táku eníčiyapi he? 
(What is your name?) 

Peter emáčiyapi. 
(My name is Peter.)   

Tuktél yathí he? (Where 
do you live?) 

Pine Ridge ektá wathí. 
(I live in Pine Ridge.) 

  

Táku waštéyalaka he? 
(What do you like?) 

Zíškopela 
waštéwalake. 

(I like bananas.) 

  

Tukténitaŋhaŋ he? 
(Where are you from?) 

Minnesota 
hemátaŋhaŋ. 

(I am from Minnesota.) 

  

Táku wóyute 
waštéyalaka he? (What 

food do you like?) 

Tacos waštéwalake. 
(I like tacos.) 
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 all activities based on the Lakota Grammar Handbook 
 and the New Lakota Dictionary 
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1. Fill out the second column in the chart on the next page. Write háŋ next to the drinks 

that you like and hiyá next to those you don’t like. 

2. The instructor chooses one of the drinks and asks one of you if you like it or not. Base 

your reply on model 1 from the next page. 

3. Do the same activity in pairs in breakout rooms. Write down your partner’s answers in 

the third column in the chart. 

4. Next, change partners and ask each other about your previous partner’s choices, as in 

model 2 on the next page. Write down their answers in the fourth column. 

 
 
 
Model 1 
Instructor: (name), asáŋpi waštéyalaka he? 

Student: Háŋ, asáŋpi waštéwalake. / Hiyá, asáŋpi waštéwalake šni. 
 
Model 2 
Student 1: (name) asáŋpi waštélaka he? 

Student 2: Háŋ, (name) asáŋpi waštélake. / Hiyá, (name) asáŋpi waštélake šni. 
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Do you like…? miyé čhažé čhažé 

waȟpékȟalyapi    

asáŋpi    

tȟaspáŋ haŋpí    

mní    

kapȟópapi    

wakȟályapi    

tȟaspáŋzi haŋpí    
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1. Fill out the second column in the chart on the next page. Write háŋ next to the foods 

that you like and hiyá next to those you don’t like. 

2. The instructor chooses one of the foods and asks one of you if you like it or not. Base 

your reply on model 1 from the next page. 

3. Do the same activity in pairs in breakout rooms. Write down your partner’s answers in 

the third column in the chart. 

4. Next, change partners and ask each other about your previous partner’s choices, as in 

model 2 on the next page. Write down their answers in the fourth column. 

 

 

Model 1 
Instructor: (name), psíŋ waštéyalaka he? 

Student: Háŋ, psíŋ waštéwalake. / Hiyá, psíŋ waštéwalake šni. 
 
Model 2 
Student 1: (name) psíŋ waštélaka he? 

Student 2: Háŋ, (name) psíŋ waštélake. / Hiyá, (name) psíŋ waštélake šni. 
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Do you like…? miyé čhažé čhažé 

psíŋ    

tȟaló    

wígli uŋ káǧapi    

wítka    

čhaŋmháŋska ǧí    

asáŋpi sutá    

pápa    

aǧúyapi    
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Lakota words with 1st syllable stress 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

čháŋčheǧa thípi 

héblaska míla 

mnáža 

blóza 

wáglutapi 

šúŋka 

wówapi 

čhápa 
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híŋhaŋni 

wíyaka núŋǧe 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

ógle 

núŋpa yámni 

tópa záptaŋ 

tȟáȟča 

íŋyaŋ 
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Lakota words with 2nd syllable stress 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

zuzéča gnašká 

pispíza heȟáka 

waŋblí ziŋtkála 

matȟó iktómi 

čhiŋšká šiná 
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wičháȟpi waŋží 

šakówiŋ wikčémna 

igmú zičá 

šuŋgmánitu tȟatȟáŋka 

omníča wažúšteča 
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Listen to your instructor pronounce the following words and 
decide whether each word has 1st or 2nd syllable stress. 
Drag and drop the letter into the correct spot or use the 
annotate tool in Zoom. 

 
 á, é, í, ó, ú, áŋ, íŋ, úŋ 

 
nuŋǧe 

 
čhaŋčheǧa 

 
hoǧaŋ 

 
wožapi 

 šuŋǧila 

 
siŋteȟla 

 
thuswečha 

 

kheya 

 
thipi 

 

mas’ophiye 
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Yes / No questions with demonstratives (lé, hé, ká) 
 
 

 Lé ȟoká he? Háu, lé ȟoká. 
 Is this a badger? Yes, this is a badger. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  Hé pispíza he? Háu, lé pispíza. 
  Is that (near you) a prairie dog? Yes, this is a prairie dog. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Ká heȟáka he? Hiyá, ká heȟáka šni. 
 Is that (away from us) an elk? No, that (away from us) is not an elk. 
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Fill in the blanks below with lé, hé or ká. 

 
____ šúŋka he? Háu, ____ šúŋka. 
 Is this a dog? Yes, this is a dog. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 ____ wíčhapȟe he? Hiyá, ____ wíčhapȟe šni. 
Is that (near you) a fork? No, this is not a fork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 ____ ziŋtkála he? Háŋ, ____ ziŋtkála. 
 Is that (away from us) a bird? Yes, that is a bird. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
____ waȟpé he?  Háu, ____ waȟpé. 
 Is that (near you) a leaf? Yes, this is a leaf. 
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 ____ ȟoká he? Hiyá, ____ ȟoká šni. 
 Is that (away from us) a badger? No, that is not a badger. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 ____ pȟéstola he? Hiyá, ____ pȟéstola šni. 
 Is that (near you) a diamond? No, this is not a diamond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 ____ aǧúyapi he? Háu, ____ aǧúyapi. 
 Is this bread? Yes, this is bread. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 ____ čhápa he? Háŋ, ____ čhápa. 
 Is that (away from us) a beaver? Yes, that is a beaver. 
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 ____ wanáȟča he? Háu, ____ wanáȟča. 
 Is that (near you) a flower? Yes, this is a flower. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 ____ wówapi he? Háu, ____ wówapi. 
 Is this a book? Yes, this is a book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 ____ mas’óphiye he? Hiyá, ____ mas’óphiye šni. 
 Is that (away from us) a store? No, that is not a store. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 ____ owíŋža he? Hiyá, ____ owíŋža šni. 
 Is this a quilt? No, this is not a quilt. 
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Yes / No questions with demonstratives (lenáuŋs, henáuŋs, kanáuŋs) 
 
 

 Lenáuŋs ȟokápi he? Háu, lenáuŋs ȟokápi. 
 Are these two badgers? Yes, these two are badgers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Henáuŋs pispízapi he? Háu, lenáuŋs pispízapi. 
 Are those two (near you) prairie dogs? Yes, these two are prairie dogs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kanáuŋs mas’óphiye he? Hiyá, kanáuŋs mas’óphiye šni. 
 Are those two (away from us) stores? No, those two are not stores. 
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Fill in the blanks below with lenáuŋs, henáuŋs or kanáuŋs. 

 
 __________ šúŋkapi he? Háu, __________ šúŋkapi. 
 Are those two (near you) dogs? Yes, these two are dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 __________ waŋblípi he? Hiyá, __________ waŋblípi šni. 
Are those two (away from us) eagles? No, those two are not eagles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 __________ owíŋžaska he? Hiyá, __________ owíŋžaska šni. 
 Are these two bed sheets? No, these two are not bed sheets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 __________ makápi he? Háŋ, __________ makápi. 
 Are those two (away from us) skunks? Yes, those two are skunks. 
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 __________ wówapi he? Háŋ, __________ wówapi. 
 Are these two books? Yes, these two are books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 __________ wičháȟpi he? Háu, __________ wičháȟpi. 
 Are those two (away from us) stars? Yes, those two are stars. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 __________ wanáȟča he? Háu, __________ wanáȟča. 
 Are those two (near you) flowers? Yes, these two are flowers. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 __________ waȟpé he? Háŋ, __________ waȟpé. 
 Are these two leaves? Yes, these two are leaves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 24

https://lakhota.org/
Marek
Text Box

Marek
Text Box

Marek
Text Box

Marek
Text Box

Marek
Text Box

Marek
Text Box

Marek
Text Box

Marek
Text Box

Marek
Stamp



 
 __________ šúŋkapi he? Hiyá, __________ šúŋkapi šni. 
 Are those two (near you) dogs? No, these two are not dogs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 __________ čhiŋšká he? Háu, __________ čhiŋšká. 
 Are these two spoons? Yes, these two are spoons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 __________ héblaskapi he? Háu, __________ héblaskapi. 
 Are those two (away from us) moose? Yes, those two are moose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 __________ aǧúyabskuyela he? Hiyá, __________ aǧúyabskuyela šni. 
 Are those two (near you) cakes? No, these two are not cakes. 
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Yes / No questions with demonstratives (lená, hená, kaná) 
 
 

 Lená aǧúyapi he? Háu, lená aǧúyapi. 
 Are these breads? Yes, these are breads. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Hená waȟpé he? Háu, lená waȟpé. 
 Are those (near you) leaves? Yes, these are leaves. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kaná wíčhapȟe he? Hiyá, kaná wíčhapȟe šni. 
 Are those (away from us) forks? No, those are not forks. 
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Fill in the blanks below with lená, hená or kaná. 
 

 ________ šúŋkapi he? Háu, ________ šúŋkapi. 
 Are those (away from us) dogs? Yes, those are dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 ________ wičháȟpi he? Háŋ, ________ wičháȟpi. 
 Are these stars? Yes, these are stars. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ________ héblaskapi he? Háu, ________ héblaskapi. 
 Are those (away from us) moose? Yes, those are moose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 ________ pispízapi he? Hiyá, ________ pispízapi šni. 
 Are those (near you) prairie dogs? No, these are not prairie dogs. 
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 ________ makápi he? Hiyá, ________ makápi šni. 
 Are these skunks? No, these are not skunks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ________ šiná he? Háu, ________ šiná. 
 Are those (near you) blankets? Yes, these are blankets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ________ waŋblípi he? Hiyá, ________ waŋblípi šni. 
 Are those (near you) eagles? No, these are not eagles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ________ čhápapi he? Hiyá, ________ čhápapi šni. 
 Are these beavers? No, these are not beavers. 
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 ________ thípi he? Háu, ________ thípi. 
 Are those (away from us) houses? Yes, those are houses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ________ wanáȟča he? Háŋ, ________ wanáȟča. 
 Are these flowers? Yes, these are flowers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ________ šúŋkapi he? Hiyá, ________ šúŋkapi šni. 
 Are those (away from us) dogs? No, those are not dogs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ________ itówapi he? Hiyá, ________ itówapi šni. 
 Are those (near you) pictures? No, these are not pictures. 
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1. Fill out the second column in the chart on the next page. Write háŋ next to the 

vegetables that you like and hiyá next to those you don’t like. 

2. The instructor chooses one of the vegetables and asks one of you if you like it or not. 

Base your reply on model 1 from the next page. 

3. Do the same activity in pairs in breakout rooms. Write down your partner’s answers in 

the third column in the chart. 

4. Next, change partners and ask each other about your previous partner’s choices, as in 

model 2 on the next page. Write down their answers in the fourth column. 

  
Model 1 
Instructor: (name), bló waštéyalaka he? 

Student: Háŋ, bló waštéwalake. / Hiyá, bló waštéwalake šni. 
 
Model 2 
Student 1: (name) bló waštélaka he? 

Student 2: Háŋ, (name) bló waštélake. / Hiyá, (name) bló waštélake šni. 

 

    32

https://lakhota.org/
Marek
Text Box
Lakota Language Online Course



  
 all activities based on the Lakota Grammar Handbook 
 and the New Lakota Dictionary 
 https://lakhota.org/  

 
 

Do you like…? miyé čhažé čhažé 

wagmíza    

thíŋpsiŋla    

uŋžíŋžiŋtka    

pȟaŋǧí zizí    

pšíŋ    

kuŋkúŋ    

bló    

omníča    
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1. Fill out the second column in the chart on the next page. Write háŋ next to the fruits that 

you like and hiyá next to those you don’t like. 

2. The instructor chooses one of the fruits and asks one of you if you like it or not. Base 

your reply on model 1 from the next page. 

3. Do the same activity in pairs in breakout rooms. Write down your partner’s answers in 

the third column in the chart. 

4. Next, change partners and ask each other about your previous partner’s choices, as in 

model 2 on the next page. Write down their answers in the fourth column. 

 
 
Model 1 
Instructor: (name), tȟaspáŋ waštéyalaka he? 

Student: Háŋ, tȟaspáŋ waštéwalake. / Hiyá, tȟaspáŋ waštéwalake šni. 
 
Model 2 
Student 1: (name) tȟaspáŋ waštélaka he? 

Student 2: Háŋ, (name) tȟaspáŋ waštélake. / Hiyá, (name) tȟaspáŋ waštélake šni. 
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 all activities based on the Lakota Grammar Handbook 
 and the New Lakota Dictionary 
 https://lakhota.org/  

  
 
 

Do you like…? miyé čhažé čhažé 

tȟaspáŋzi    

wagmúšpaŋšni    

tȟaspáŋ pȟéstola    

čhuŋwíyapehe    

tȟaspáŋ    

wažúšteča    

zíškopela    

kȟáŋta    
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nouns with ȟ and ǧ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ȟé 

ȟoká 

waȟpé 

maȟpíya 

heȟáka 

wanáȟča 

siŋtéȟla 

wičháȟpi 

ȟóta 

čhúŋwiŋža akáȟpe 
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maǧáksiča 

hoǧáŋ 

núŋǧe 

uŋzóǧe 

šuŋǧíla 

čháŋčheǧa 

kȟaŋǧí 

aǧúyapi ǧí 

wičhítegleǧa 
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plain stops (k, p and t)

maká

ȟoká

kuŋkúŋ

itȟúŋkala

šúŋka

wóžapi

aǧúyapi

upížata

čhápa

háŋpa

tópa

halháta

matúška

siŋtéȟla

istó
41
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fill in k, p or t 
 
 

 sá__a 
 
 siŋ__éȟla 

 
 gnugnúš__a 
 

 wá__a 
 

 na__é 
 
 is__ó 
 

 čhaŋ__ú 
 
 s__a 
 

 háŋ__a 
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Study the vocabulary 
 

 
 

  šúŋka  heȟáka 
 

 waŋblí  čhápa 
   

 matȟó  gnašká 
  

 iktómi  tȟáȟča 
 

 igmú  zičá 
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The instructor saw four of the 10 animals below. Find out which ones. 
Ask the instructor like this: 
 
Student: Blóza waŋží waŋláka he? 
Instructor: Háŋ, blóza waŋ waŋbláke. / Hiyá, blóza waŋžíni waŋbláke šni. 
 
Next, do the same in groups of 3 (in breakout rooms). 
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glottal aspirated stops (kȟ, pȟ and tȟ)

kȟáŋta

kȟaŋǧí

huŋyákȟuŋ

šúŋkawakȟáŋ

Lakȟóta

pȟéta

pȟasú

pȟahíŋ

pȟaŋǧí zizí

kapȟópapi

matȟó

tȟápa

tȟatȟáŋka

tȟažúška

itȟúŋkala
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fill in kȟ, pȟ or tȟ 
 

 ___aló 
  

 čha___úŋka 
  
 wa___ályapi 
  

 ma___óčhe 
  
 wa___óštaŋ 
  

 ___ašíyagnuŋpa 
  
 ___aspáŋ 
  

 siŋk___ékȟ 
  
 ___o___óyaȟ’aŋla 
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Study the vocabulary 
 

 tȟažúška  ȟoká 

 
 
 

 héblaska  hoǧáŋ 

 
 
 

 pispíza  siŋtéȟla 

 
 
 

 zuzéča  šuŋǧíla 

 
 

 

 maǧáksiča  blóza 
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The instructor is thinking about four of the 10 animals below. Find out 
which ones. Ask the instructor like this: 
 
Student: Blóza kiŋ awílukčaŋ he? (Are you thinking about the pelican?) 
Instructor: Háŋ, blóza kiŋ awíblukčaŋ. / Hiyá, blóza kiŋ awíblukčaŋ šni. 
 
Next, do the same in groups of 3 (in breakout rooms). 
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khéya

khušléča

khukhúše

phuté

iphíyaka

mas’óphiye

thípi

thuswéčha

thíŋpsiŋla

phetížaŋžaŋ

pheháŋ

thiyópa

thiíkčeya

makhú

khuté

velar aspirated stops (kh, ph and th)
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fill in kh, ph or th 
 

 i___íyaka 
  

 ___ezí 
  
 ___uté 
  

 ma___ú 
  
 ___iíkčeya 
  

 čhaŋó___iye 
  
 ___úža 
  

 kiŋyé___iyapi 
  
 ___eȟmúŋǧa 
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1. The instructor asks a student which animal he/she wants, like in the model 
below. 
2. The student replies and asks the instructor “níš” (and you?). 
3. The instructor replies and they both drag and drop their animals into one of 
the boxes below. 
4. Next, do the same activity in groups of 4 (in breakout rooms). 

 
Model: 
Instructor: Táku-wamákȟaškaŋ yačhíŋ he? 
Student: Blóza kiŋ wačhíŋ. Níš? 
Instructor: Míš matúška kiŋ wačhíŋ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
      Student 1                              Student 2 
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Reading and writing Lakota č [ču]. 
The letter č makes a sound that is somewhere between the 
English ch in rich and the English j in jar. Listen and repeat. 

17 

ča ča ča  čaô čaô  

če če  

č i č i  č iô č iô  

čo čo  

ču ču  čuô čuô  

čónala (few) 

Č č 

čhápa 

ČH čh 

Reading and writing Lakota čh [čhi]. 
The letters čh make a sound that is like the English ch in 
chair. Listen and repeat. 

18 

čha čha čha čhaô čhaô  

čhe čhe   

čhi čhi  čhiô čhiô  

čho čho  

čhu čhu  čhuô čhuô  

Wóuŋspe 1
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listen and fill in č or čh 
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č üó 

Čü čü 

čüa čüe čüi čüo čüu 

Kü kü 
küá

küa küe küi küo küu 

Tü tü 
tüá 

tüa tüe tüi tüo tüu 

Pü pü 
püó 

püa püe püi püo püu 

Reading and writing č ’  [č ’o], k’ [k’o], p’ [p’o], t’ [t’o]. 7 

Wóuŋspe 10 
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listen and fill in k or kh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

listen and fill in p or ph 

 
 
 
 

listen and fill in t or th
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Study the first dialogue. Harry is asking Leanne about her new car. How is the 
word sápa different in the second sentence? Then study the second dialogue. Is 

the word tȟáŋka different in the two sentences? 
 

Dialogue 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dialogue 2 

Is it black? Yes, it is black. 
Sápa he? 
 

Háŋ, sápe. 
  

Yes, it was large. Is it large? 
Tȟáŋka he? 
 Háŋ, tȟáŋka. 
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• In some words, the final vowel a
changes to e. This vowel change is 
called ablaut.

• Only some words ablaut, e.g. sápa, 
but not ská.
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Ablaut

• Citing ablaut words: sápA, yaŋkÁ

• Citing non-ablauting words: ská, yuhá

• In sentences, we don’t capitalize them (as 
in: Šúŋka kiŋ sápa he?)
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Ablaut

• In ablaut words, the final a will change to 
e, if:

• The ablaut word is the last word in the 
sentence: Šúŋka kiŋ sápe.

• The ablaut word comes before a word that 
triggers ablaut, e.g. šni: Šúŋka kiŋ sápe šni.
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Look at the pictures below. The instructor is going to ask you whether 
the objects in them are black or not. Reply as in the model below: 

 

Instructor: Sápa he? 
Student: Háŋ, sápe. / Hiyá, sápe šni. 
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Look at the pictures below. The instructor is going to ask you whether 
the objects in them are large or not. Reply as in the model below: 

 
Instructor: Tȟáŋka he? 

Student: Háŋ, tȟáŋka. / Hiyá, tȟáŋka šni. 
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Use the given verb to ask a question about the person/object in the picture. Your partner is 
going to reply háŋ “yes” or hiyá “no”, as in the model. Make sure to apply ablaut rules when 

necessary. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ločhíŋ (to be hungry) 

Student 1: Ločhíŋ he? 

Student 2: Háŋ, ločhíŋ. / Hiyá, ločhíŋ šni. 

ištíŋmA (to sleep) 

maǧážu (it is raining) 

yaŋkÁ (to be sitting) iȟá (to be smiling) 

čhuwíta (to be cold) 

kȟátA (to be hot) 

čhéyA (to be crying) 

wótA (to be eating) 

tké (to be heavy) 
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All of the verbs below the chart on the next page are in 
their 1st person singular, or the “I” form (e.g. I am 
walking). Look for patterns in those verbs (like similar 
syllables or letters) and try to divide them into 5 
groups by dragging and dropping them into the cells of 
the chart. Each group will have 8 verbs in it. 
Next, your instructor will show you the chart with verbs 
in their respective columns and explain how we can 
categorize verbs in Lakota. 
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Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 
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Stative verbs + 3rd singular

• 1s: makáŋ “I am old”

• 2s: nikáŋ “you are old”

• 3s: Økáŋ “he/she/it is old”

• What is the affix for “I”?

• What is the affix for “you”?

• What is the affix for “he/she/it”?
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ZERO AFFIX - 3rd person singular

• Because there is no affix for 3rd person 
singular, we call it the zero affix.

• Only when we need to discuss its position, 
or explain it, we write it, e.g.:

Øhí, máØni
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Class I + 3rd singular

• 1s: mawáni “I am walking”

• 2s: mayáni “you are walking”

• 3s: máØni “he/she/it is walking”

• What is the affix for “I”?

• What is the affix for “you”?

• What is the affix for “he/she/it”?
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Class II + 3rd singular

• 1s: blatké “I drank it”

• 2s: latké “you drank it”

• 3s: Øyatké “he/she/it drank it”

• What is the affix for “I”?

• What is the affix for “you”?

• What is the affix for “he/she/it”?
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Class III + 3rd singular

• 1s: maŋké “I am sitting”

• 2s: naŋké “you are sitting”

• 3s: Øyaŋké “he/she/it is sitting”

• What is the affix for “I”?

• What is the affix for “you”?

• What is the affix for “he/she/it”?
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Work in pairs. Your partner is going to ask you one of the questions below. Answer each 
of them with háŋ “yes”, or hiyá “no” as in the model below. Base your answers on your 
reality. You are to recognize the 2nd singular (you) form of the verbs and convert them 

into the 1st singular (I). Make sure to apply ablaut when appropriate – ablaut verbs have 
their final vowel highlighted in red. 

 
Model: 
Student 1: Ȟtálehaŋ yalówaŋ he? (Did you sing yesterday?) 
Student 2: Háŋ, walówaŋ. (Yes, I sang.) 
 Hiyá, walówaŋ šni. (No, I didn’t sing.) 
 
 

Loyáčhiŋ he? (Are you hungry?) Wakȟályapi waštéyalaka he? (Do you like coffee?) 
Ínipuza he? (Are you thirsty?) Čhaŋténiwašte he? (Are you happy?) 
Naŋká he? (Are you sitting?) Nayážiŋ he? (Are you standing?) 

Luǧó he? (Are you tired?) Omáyani he? (Do you travel?) 
Ničhúwita he? (Are you cold?) Ȟtálehaŋ wayáčhi he? (Did you dance yesterday?) 
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waŋblí wíyake wapȟáha

šiná huŋská

čhaŋnúŋpa čhaŋtóžuha

napsíyoȟli ógle čhuwíyuksa

čhegnáke ógle

aškíyuwi ptehíŋšma

haŋpíkčeka háŋpa

wanáp’iŋ čhegnáke

úŋ pȟégnakA

ohÁŋ 74
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ohÁŋ



How do you find out the conjugation 
type of a verb?

• You can identify the conjugation of Lakota 
verbs using the dictionary.

• Open your dictionaries and look up the 
word háŋskA.
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How do I find out to which Class each 
verb belongs to?
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How do I find out to which Class each 
verb belongs to?

• For active verbs, the dictionary does not 
specify the Class, but you can figure it out 
by looking at the conjugation:
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How do I find out to which Class each 
verb belongs to?
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How do I find out to which Class each 
verb belongs to?
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How do I find out to which Class each 
verb belongs to?
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Finding out the Class of a verb

• Activity 4

Please look up these verbs in the 
dictionary and find out which class they 
belong to:

1. yaótȟaŋiŋ

2. iyúŋkA

3. íŋyaŋkA

4. lol’íȟ’aŋ
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INTRO: 3rd person animate plural

Nážiŋ. She is standing.

Nážiŋpi. They are standing.
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Ablaut in 3rd person animate plural

Yaŋké. It is sitting.

Yaŋkápi. They are sitting.
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Ablaut in 3rd person animate plural

• Ablauting verbs have a-ablaut before -pi:

Ištíŋme. He is sleeping.

Ištíŋmapi. They are sleeping.

Héčhiya yé. She is going there.

Héčhiya yápi. They are going there.
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INTRO: 2nd person plural

• Compare the sentences:

Tókheškhe yaúŋ he? How are you (sg.) doing?

Tókheškhe yaúŋpi he? How are you (pl.) doing?
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1st dual
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1st dual in Lakota

• You can use this form when you address 
one other person.

• It is not used when more than two 
people are involved.

• 1d means “you and I” or “I with you” but 
not “I and him” or “I with him”.
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1st plural
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hí 

SUBJECT 

 

S 

U 

B 

J 

E 

C 

T 

he/she/it hí he/she came here 

they hípi they came here 

I wahí I came here 

you (sg.) yahí you (sg.) came here 

you (pl.) yahípi you (pl.) came here 

you and I uŋhí you and I came here 

we uŋhípi we came here 
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Based on the context illustrated by the images, choose 
the 1st dual or the 1st plural. Circle the correct option.

a) Uŋnúŋwiŋ kta he?

1. Are we going to go swimming?

b) Uŋnúŋwaŋpi kta he?

a) Waná uŋkáŋ.

3. We are old now.

b) Waná uŋkáŋpi.

5. Did we come early?

a) Ečháŋni uŋhí he?

b) Ečháŋni uŋhípi he?

a) Uŋyíŋ kte šni.

2. We won’t go there.

b) Uŋyáŋpi kte šni.

a) Lél uŋyáŋkiŋ kte.

4. We will sit here.

b) Lél uŋyáŋkapi kte.

6. Let’s eat.

a) Waúŋyutiŋ kte.

b) Waúŋyutapi kte.91



This “cheat sheet” is the summary of all subject affixes that Lakota verbs take. It is going to help you in 
conjugating Lakota verbs. 

   1s 2s 2p 1d 1p 3s 3p 

   
 I you (sg) you (pl) you and 

I we he/she/it they 

stative  
  ma- ni- ni-…pi 

uŋ(k) uŋ(k)…pi Ø …pi 

active 

Class I 

 
 wa- ya- wa-…pi 

sometimes before ki- 
or k- we- ye- ye-…pi 

Class II replaces  
y- bl- l- l-…pi 

Class III before uŋ or 
replacing y m- n- n-…pi 

reflexive  
 

before ič’i-, ikp-, 
igl- m- n- n-…pi 

irregular   various various various 
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Let’s conjugate the verb khuwá 
(to chase sb/smth) by filling in 

the chart on the next page. 
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SUBJECT 

 

S 
U 
B 
J 
E 
C 
T 

he/she/it  
they  
I  
you (sg.)  
you (pl.)  
you and I  
we  
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Study the 
vocabulary from the 

next page 
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 šuŋgmánitu  zičá  blóza 
 

 
 zuzéča  iktómi  gnugnúška 

 
 
 maǧáksiča  hoǧáŋ  gnašká 
 
 
 heȟáka  tȟáȟča  matúška 
 
 
 waŋblí  héblaska  tȟažúška 
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Select one of the animals below and describe it in the following way, using 
vocabulary provided below: 

 
  

Šúŋka hemáčha. Hú matópa. Matȟáŋka. 
(I am a dog. I have four legs. I am big.) 
 
 
hú - leg tȟáŋka - to be big 
ȟupáhu - a bird’s wing čík’ala - to be small 
níč.  - to be lacking smth núŋpa - two 
tópa - four šákpe - six 
šaglóǧaŋ - eight wikčémna – ten 
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Play this game in groups of 4 (in breakout rooms). One student chooses one of 
the animals below and gives a piece of information about the animal, and the rest 
is trying to guess which one is it. See the model conversation below. 
 
 
Student 1: Hú matópa. (I have four legs.) 
Student 2: Heȟáka heníčha he? (Are you an elk?) 
Student 1: Hiyá. (No.) 
Student 3: Šúŋka heníčha he? (Are you a dog?) 
Student 1: Háŋ, šúŋka hemáčha! (Yes, I am a dog!) 
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Let’s study some kinship terms 

in Lakota. Look at the family 
tree on the next page. 
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Peter lé miyé. 
Iná Sandra ečíyapi. 

Até Tom ečíyapi. 
Mitȟáwiču Lisa ečíyapi. 

Mičhúŋkši Mary ečíyapi. 
Mičhíŋkši Chris ečíyapi. 

 
Lisa lé miyé. 

Iná Anne ečíyapi. 
Até David ečíyapi. 

Mihíŋgna Peter ečíyapi. 
Mičhúŋkši Mary ečíyapi. 
Mičhíŋkši Chris ečíyapi. 

Sandra Tom Anne David 

Peter Lisa 

Mary Chris 
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First, fill in the “my” column in the table on the right-hand side with your 

relative’s names. Then, work with your partner: ask each other about 

the names of your relatives, as in the model. You will find all vocabulary 

required in the table. 

 

Nihúŋ táku ečíyapi he? What is your mother’s name? 

Iná Anne ečíyapi. My mother’s name is Anne. 

 

 

Additional sentences: 

Niyáte táku ečíyapi he? What is your father’s name? 

Até slolwákiye šni. I didn’t know my father. 

 

Ničhíŋkši táku ečíyapi he? What is your son’s name? 

Mičhíŋkši waníče. I don’t have a son . 

 

 

Next, change partners and ask them about their previous partner’s 

relatives, as in the model. 

Remember that you need to place kiŋ after the kinship term. 

 

(name) húŋku kiŋ táku ečíyapi he? What is (name’s) mother name? 

(name) húŋku kiŋ Sara ečíyapi. (name’s) mother name is Sara. 

 

 

my your his/her 

grandfather 

tȟuŋkášila 
 

nitȟúŋkašila tȟuŋkášitku 

grandmother 

uŋčí nikȟúŋši kȟúŋšitku 

father 

até niyáte atkúku 

mother 

iná nihúŋ húŋku 

husband 

mihíŋgna nihíŋgna hiŋgnáku 

wife 

mitȟáwiču nitȟáwiču tȟawíču 

son 

mičhíŋkši ničhíŋkši čhiŋkšítku 

daughter 

mičhúŋkši ničhúŋkši čhuŋwíŋtku 
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Noun + stative verb

• Compare the images:

Čháŋ háŋske. Blé tȟó.

It is a tall tree. It is a blue lake.
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Noun + stative verb

• Where do we place nouns and where stative 
verbs in such constructions?

• How is the zero affix translated?

• Do Lakota sentences have an article for “a”?

Blé tȟó. It is a blue lake.
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Use the given nouns and verbs in “noun + stative verb” constructions, like in 

the models below: 
 

 thípi (house) Thípi čík’ala. 
 čík’ala (to be small) It is a small house. 
 
 šúŋka (dog) Šúŋka tȟáŋka. 
 tȟáŋka (to be large) It is a large dog. 
 
 
 wíčazo (pen) 
 Wíčazo čík ’ala. 

 čík’ala (to be small) It is a small pen. 
 
 wóžuha (bag) Wóžuha tȟáŋka. 
 

 tȟáŋka (to be big) It is a big bag. 
 
 ptéčela (to be short) Wičhíŋčala ptéčela. 
 

 wičhíŋčala (girl) She is a short girl. 
 
 háŋskA (to be tall) Hokšíla háŋske. 
 

 hokšíla (boy) He is a tall boy. 
 
 wówapi (book) Wówapi šá. 
 

 šá (to be red) It is a red book. 104
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Stative verb as a predicate

• Compare the images:

Blé tȟó. Blé kiŋ tȟó.

It is a blue lake. The lake is blue.
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Stative verb as a predicate

• 3rd animate plural:

(lúzahAŋ) (háŋskA)

The horses are fast. The boys are tall.
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Stative verb as a predicate

• 3rd animate plural:

Šúŋkawakȟáŋ kiŋ lúzahaŋpi. Hokšíla kiŋ háŋskapi.

The horses are fast. The boys are tall.
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 Use the given nouns and verbs in “noun + kiŋ + stative verb” 
construction, like in the two models below. Add -pi when the subject is plural. 
 
 
 thípi (house) Thípi kiŋ čík’ala. 
 čík’ala (to be small) The house is small. 
 

 šúŋka (dog) Šúŋka kiŋ tȟáŋka. 
 tȟáŋka (to be large) The dog is large. 
 
 
 
 igmú (cat) Igmú kiŋ sápe. 
  

 sápA (to be black) The cat is black. 
 
 khéya (turtle) Khéya kiŋ tȟózi. 
 

 tȟózi (to be green) The turtles are green. 
 
 ǧí (to be brown) Tȟatȟáŋka kiŋ ǧí. 
 

 tȟatȟáŋka (buffalo) The buffalo is brown. 
 
 šá (to be red) Ziŋtkála kiŋ šá. 
 

 ziŋtkála (bird) The bird is red. 
 
 hoǧáŋ (fish) Hoǧáŋ kiŋ zí. 
 

 zí (to be yellow) The fish are yellow. 
 
 tȟó (to be blue) Zuzéča kiŋ tȟó. 
 

 zuzéča (snake) The snake is blue. 
 
 ská (to be white) Matȟó kiŋ ská. 
 

 matȟó (bear) The bears are white. 
 
 matúška (crayfish) Matúška kiŋ ȟóta. 
 

 ȟóta (to be gray) The crayfish is gray.  
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