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nouns with ȟ and ǧ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ȟé 

ȟoká 

waȟpé 

maȟpíya 

heȟáka 

wanáȟča 

siŋtéȟla 

wičháȟpi 
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maǧá 

hoǧáŋ 

núŋǧe 

aǧúyapi 

uŋzóǧe 

šuŋǧíla 

čháŋčheǧa 

kȟaŋǧí 
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 listen and fill in ȟ or ǧ 
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plain stops (k, p and t) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

maká 

ȟoká 

kuŋkúŋ 

aǧúyapi 

upížata 

wóžapi 

tópa 

halháta 

matúška 
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11. fill in k, p or t 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

sá__a 

gnugnúš__a 

 

 

 

wá__a 

siŋ__éȟla 

čhaŋ__ú 

háŋ__a 
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  šúŋka  heȟáka 
 
 waŋblí  čhápa 
 
 matȟó  gnašká 

 
 iktómi  tȟáȟča 
 
 igmú  zičá  
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The instructor saw four of the 10 animals below. Find out which ones. Ask 
the instructor like this: 
 
Student: Blóza waŋží waŋláka he? 
Instructor: Háŋ, blóza waŋ waŋbláke. / Hiyá, blóza waŋžíni waŋbláke šni. 
 
Next, do the same in groups of 3 (in breakout rooms). 
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glottal aspirated stops (kȟ, pȟ and tȟ) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

kȟáŋta 

kȟaŋǧí 

huŋyákȟuŋ 

pȟéta 

pȟasú 

pȟahíŋ 

matȟó 

tȟápa 

tȟatȟáŋka 
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12. fill in kȟ, pȟ or tȟ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

___aló 

čha___úŋka 

wa___ályapi 

ma___óčhe 

wa___óštaŋ 

___ašíyagnuŋpa 

___aspáŋ 

siŋk___é 

___o___óyaȟ’aŋla 
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 velar aspirated stops (kh, ph and th) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

khéya 

khušléča 

khukhúše 

phuté 

iphíyaka 

mas’óphiye 

thípi 

thuswéčha 

thíŋpsiŋla 
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13. fill in kh, ph or th 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

i___íyaka 

___ezí 

___uté 

ma___ú 

___iíkčeya 

čhaŋó___iye 

___úža 

kiŋyé___iyapi 

___eȟmúŋǧa 
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1. The instructor asks a student which animal he/she wants 
to take, like in the model below. 
2. The student replies and asks the instructor the same 
question. 
3. The instructor replies and they both drag and drop their 
animals into one of the boxes below. 
 
Model: 
Instructor: Táku-wamákȟaškaŋ iyáču yačhíŋ he? 
Student: Blóza kiŋ iwáču wačhíŋ. Níš, Táku-wamákȟaškaŋ 
iyáču yačhíŋ he? 
Instructor: Míš matúška kiŋ iwáču wačhíŋ. 
 
Next, do the same activity in groups of 4 (in breakout rooms). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Student 1                                       Student 2 
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14akétopa 

Reading and writing Lakota č [ču]. 
The letter č makes a sound that is somewhere between the 
English ch in rich and the English j in jar. Listen and repeat. 

17 

ča ča ča  čaô čaô  

če če  

č i č i  č iô č iô  

čo čo  

ču ču  čuô čuô  

čónala (few) 

Č č 

čhápa 

ČH čh 

Reading and writing Lakota čh [čhi]. 
The letters čh make a sound that is like the English ch in 
chair. Listen and repeat. 

18 

čha čha čha čhaô čhaô  

čhe čhe   

čhi čhi  čhiô čhiô  

čho čho  

čhu čhu  čhuô čhuô  

Wóuŋspe 1

13
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14. listen and fill in č or čh 
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117 opáwiŋǧe sám wikčémna akéš akowiŋ  

č üó 

Čü čü 

čüa čüe čüi čüo čüu 

Kü kü 
küá

küa küe küi küo küu 

Tü tü 
tüá 

tüa tüe tüi tüo tüu 

Pü pü 
püó 

püa püe püi püo püu 

Reading and writing č ’  [č ’o], k’ [k’o], p’ [p’o], t’ [t’o]. 7 

Wóuŋspe 10 
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 listen and match the pictures with the words 
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  listen and match the pictures with the words 
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 listen and fill in k or kh 
 

 
 
 
 
 

listen and fill in p or ph 
 

 
 
 
 
 

listen and fill in t or th 
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• Study the following Lakota sentences:

Šúŋka kiŋ sápa he? Is the dog black?

Háŋ, šúŋka kiŋ sápe. Yes, the dog is black.

Hiyá, šúŋka kiŋ sápe šni. No, the dog isn’t black.

(šúŋka dog, sápA to be black)

• Did the word sápa change?
19



• Now, study the following Lakota sentences:

Igmú kiŋ ská he? Is the cat white?

Háŋ, igmú kiŋ ská. Yes, the cat is white.

Hiyá, igmú kiŋ ská šni. No, the cat isn’t white.

(igmú cat, ská to be white)

• Did the word ská change?
20



• In some words, the final vowel a
changes to e. This vowel change is 
called ablaut.

21



• In some words, the final vowel a
changes to e. This vowel change is 
called ablaut.

• Only some words ablaut, e.g. sápa, 
but not ská.

22



Ablaut

• Citing ablaut words: sápA, yaŋkÁ

• Citing non-ablauting words: ská, yuhá

• In sentences, we don’t capitalize them (as 
in: Šúŋka kiŋ sápa he?)

23



Ablaut

• In ablaut words, the final a will change to 
e, if:

• The ablaut word is the last word in the 
sentence: Šúŋka kiŋ sápe.

• The ablaut word comes before a word that 
triggers ablaut, e.g. šni: Šúŋka kiŋ sápe šni.

24
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Look at the pictures below. The instructor is going to ask you whether the objects in them are black or not. 
The student will then reply “Yes, it is black.”, or “No, it is not black.”, as in the model: 
 

 Instructor: Sápa he? 
 Student: Háŋ, sápe. / Hiyá, sápe šni. 
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Look at the pictures below. The instructor is going to ask you whether the objects in them are big or not. The 
student will then reply “Yes, it is big.”, or “No, it is not big.”, as in the model: 
 

 Instructor: Tȟáŋka he? 
 Student: Háŋ, tȟáŋka. / Hiyá, tȟáŋka šni. 
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• Consider the two sentences:

(a) Did you eat?

(b) Did you eat the fish?

Sentence (a) has no object.

In (b), the fish is the object.

Many English verbs can be used with or 
without an object. Lakota verbs work 
differently with respect to object.

27



• Now consider the Lakota version:

(a)              Wayáta he? - Did you eat?

(b) Hoǧáŋ kiŋ yáta he? - Did you eat the fish? 

Is the translation of “eat” the same in both 
sentences?

28



• The verbs that are used with an object are 
called transitive verbs.

• The verbs that are used without an object 
are called intransitive verbs.

• How to find out whether a verb in Lakota 
is transitive or intransitive using the New 
Lakota Dictionary?

29



Transitivity

• How to find out whether a verb is 
transitive or intransitive?

• Please open your dictionaries and look up 
the word lowáŋ.
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Transitivity

• How to find out whether a verb is 
transitive or intransitive?

• Please open your dictionaries and look up 
the word lowáŋ.
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Transitivity

• How to find out whether a verb is 
transitive or intransitive?

• Please open your dictionaries and look up 
the word lowáŋ.
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Transitivity

• How to find out whether a verb is 
transitive or intransitive?

• Please open your dictionaries and look up 
the word lowáŋ.

• Now, please look up the word ahíyayA, 
and look at the 2nd meaning.

33



Transitivity

• How to find out whether a verb is 
transitive or intransitive?

• Please open your dictionaries and look up 
the word lowáŋ.

• Now, please look up the word ahíyayA, 
and look at the 2nd meaning.
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Transitivity

• How to find out whether a verb is 
transitive or intransitive?

• Please open your dictionaries and look up 
the word lowáŋ.

• Now, please look up the word ahíyayA, 
and look at the 2nd meaning.

35



• All verbs that take an object have one of 
the following abbreviations or words in 
their English definition:

• smth (something)

• sb (somebody)

• one’s own (something or somebody 
belonging to one)

transitivity

36



Finding out the Class of a verb

• Activity 1

Please look up these verbs in the dictionary 
and find their Lakota equivalents:

1. to read smth

2. to find sb/smth

3. to see sb/smth

4. to understand sb/smth

5. to chase sb/smth

6. to play
37
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All of the verbs below the chart on the next page are in 
their 1st person singular, or the “I” form (e.g. I am 
walking). Look for patterns in those verbs (like similar 
syllables or letters) and try to divide them into 5 
groups by dragging and dropping them into the cells of 
the chart. Each group will have 8 verbs in it. 
Next, your instructor will show you the chart with verbs 
in their respective columns and explain how we can 
categorize verbs in Lakota. 
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Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 
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	fish: 
	ear: 
	bread: 
	pants: 
	fox: 
	mountain: 
	flower: 
	badger: 
	cottonwood: 
	rain: 
	cloud / sky: 
	crow: 
	duck: 
	raccoon: 
	goose: 
	leaf: 
	pot / kettle: 
	skunk: 
	chokecherry pudding: 
	four: 
	crayfish: 
	black: 
	grasshopper: 
	his/her hand: 
	elbow: 
	white: 
	boat: 
	path / road: 
	shoes: 
	plums: 
	socks: 
	fire: 
	nose: 
	porcupine: 
	bear: 
	Button8: 
	buffalo: 
	meat: 
	mosquito: 
	coffee: 
	land: 
	hat: 
	apple: 
	muskrat: 
	hen / chicken: 
	turtle: 
	store: 
	dragonfly: 
	belt: 
	snout: 
	chest: 
	box / container: 
	he/she is sick: 
	airplane: 
	a few: 
	chokecherry: 
	road: 
	wood: 
	ten: 
	drum stick: 
	cactus: 
	deer: 
	dress: 
	shield: 
	beans: 
	dish: 
	to cry: 
	magpie: 
	breechcloth: 
	tipi: 
	to splash: 
	to dig: 
	fog: 
	to be dead: 
	meadowlark: 
	banana: 
	prairie turnip: 
	strawberries: 
	watermelon: 
	city: 
	carrots: 
	mouse: 
	pop: 
	cup / mug: 
	grapes: 
	writing desk: 
	ant: 
	windows: 
	tomato: 
	salt: 
	wasp: 
	hawk / falcon: 
	pig: 
	to shoot at sb/smth: 
	butterfly: 
	cucumber: 
	kingfisher: 
	common nighthawk: 
	crane: 
	barn swallow: 
	housefly: 
	spider: 
	belly: 


